
Book Review 

The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown  

I have been interested in the author, Dan Brown since the controversy surrounding the pub-

lication of his book, The Da Vinci Code, over a decade ago. 

The way he manipulates viewpoints from both religion and science, using them to build 

conflict between his characters within the story, is skilful. Accepting that Dan Brown is not 

to everyone's taste, I appreciate how his clever use of science, throughout his writing, keeps 

me intrigued enough to purchase his next book.  

I have recently finished reading Origin which, again, finds his reliable character, Robert Lang-

don, on a quest to solve the latest puzzle, the development of artificial intelligence and the 

consequence for the human race. AI begins to solve unanswerable questions that neither 

religion nor science has been able to answer before. 

Mr Attwood 

School Age Immunisation Team 

During the previous lockdown (March - June), the School Age Immunisation Team were unable to com-

plete all routine adolescent vaccinations in secondary schools. 

The team are currently planning catch up school and clinic vaccination sessions for all children who have 

not yet received their missed vaccinations.  These catch up sessions will run from January - August 2021.  

For any queries relating to the vaccinations, visit the School Age Immunisation Team website https://

www.mpft.nhs.uk/services/school-age-immunisation . 

 

Face Masks 

As of Tuesday 24th November, replacement masks are being provided to students at a cost of £1. A text 

message will be sent home and the payment added to the primary Parentpay account. Prompt payment is 

much appreciated. 

file://TREA-SR-DC-01/StaffWork$/S-Moore/Custom Office Templates
file://TREA-SR-DC-01/StaffWork$/S-Moore/Custom Office Templates


Careers News 

This week has been Careers Week at the academy. Students have had the opportunity to discover more 

about the wealth of education and career options available. 

Year 9 students started the week by completing the Buzz quiz, allowing them to explore which careers 

may suit their personality. They’ve accessed START, an online platform, which allows students to discover 

the different jobs available in a wide range of career sectors and gives guidance on what to study and how 

to get there, whether through training, college or university. They’ve also watched a selection of career 

stories available on https://www.youtube.com/user/icouldstories . 

Year 10 and 11 form tutors have shared information about the various virtual work experience pro-

grammes running in December, as detailed on last week’s newsletter. For more information, click on the 

following link  https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/ . 

Post 16 options have been discussed with both Year 10 and 11 students. For those considering an appren-

ticeship, the following video may be of interest. It makes particular reference to how Covid-19 has impact-

ed on apprenticeships https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9R4YnoJY5BM&feature=emb_title . For those 

considering university, the following videos answer lots of university related questions: 

 Meet Ryan from University College Birmingham https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyKtcTa8Hlg 

 Can   I  afford   to  move  away  from home for university? https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Tv5oZkaX98E 

 Year 11 students ended the week by learning about workers’ rights and responsibilities: different types of 

contracts; employment rights; minimum wage and health and safety conditions. 

 

Message from transport 

Penk Valley Academy Trust drivers have asked for parents/carers to remind their child about the follow-

ing: 

 food or drink should not be consumed whilst on the bus 

 a face mask must be worn correctly for the entire journey 

 students must sit in their designated seat 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

Safer Schools 

The Home Learning Hub is a free library of resources for parents and carers to help their children be safer 

online. It covers subjects such as influencers, sexting, streaming and fake news. https://

oursaferschools.co.uk/home-learning-hub/?

__hstc=182705273.b5f0e132a7e58880d54987a841d8fedb.1593528341537.1605886911407.1606385195

033.25&__hssc=182705273.1.1606385195033&__hsfp=1633476931  
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PE kit 

Correct PE kit is required for all PE lessons. If a student is to be excused from PE, kit is still required as well 

as a note from the parent/carer explaining why. 

Year 11 sport studies students have a practical lesson on Monday 30th November so will need their PE kit 

on that day.  

Thank you for your support. 

Mr Sedgwick 

 

School closure due to bad weather 

As we approach winter, and the increased possibility of bad weather, it is perhaps useful to remind par-

ents/carers of  our procedure for any unexpected school closure.  

We are mindful that many students have to leave quite early in the morning so, if the school was to close 

due to snow,  a  message would be published on the academy website as early as possible. 

 

Cycling to School 

It is lovely to see some students choosing to cycle to school - even though the weather is getting colder 

and increasingly wet. However, it is concerning that few wear a helmet. We would encourage parents/

carers to discuss the importance of wearing a cycle helmet. 

 

Weekly Menu 

Lunches are still available as grab bags, at a cost of just £2.50 but in addition to the menu below, there 

will also be additional meals available, for example pasta dishes and paninis.  

WB: 30.11.20 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

TRADITIONAL 

DISH 

Jacket Potatoes 

served with tuna 

mayo, cheese or 

beans 

Brunch 

 1 bacon, 1 sausage, 1 

hash brown, beans & 

toast 

Roast Chicken 

served with roasties, 

veg &    gravy 

Meatballs 

served with spaghetti 

& garlic bread 

Burger & Chips 

served in a bun with 

peas 

VEGGIE 

DISH 

Jacket Potatoes 

served with cheese or 

beans 

Veggie Brunch 

 2 veggie sausages, 1 

hash brown, beans & 

toast 

Veggie Pattie 

served with roasties, 

veg & gravy 

Meat-free balls 

served with spaghetti 

& garlic bread 

Veggie Burger & 

Chips 

served in a bun with 

peas 

SANDWICH 

OPTION 

Just Cheese 

Ham & Tomato 

Tuna Mayo  

 All meals come with a drink, piece of fruit and traybake or jelly 



Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

Term dates 2020 - 2021 

The term dates and INSET days for the next academic year, 2020/21, are as follows: 

Autumn Term 2020 

Tue 1st Sept - Fri 23rd Oct 

Mon 26th - Fri 30th Oct: half term break 

Mon 2nd Nov - Fri 18th Dec 

Spring Term 2021 

Mon 4th Jan - Fri 12th Feb 

Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb: half term break 

Mon 22nd Feb - Thur 1st April 

Summer Term 2021 

Mon 19th April - Fri 28th May 

Mon 3rd May: early May bank holiday 

Mon 31st May - Fri 4th June: half term break 

Mon 7th June - Wed 21st July 

INSET days (school closed for students) are as follows: 

Mon 22nd Feb 2021 

Fri 2nd July2021  

Fri 18th Dec: Y9 &Y10 progress reports 

Mon 11th Jan: Y11 mock results 

Thur 28th Jan: Y11 parents evening 

Mon 22nd Feb: INSET day 

Thur 25th Feb: Y10 parents evening 

   Thur 25th Mar: Y9 parents evening 

   Thur 22nd April: Y11 parents evening 

   Wed 26th - Fri 28th May: bushcraft trip 

   Mon 3rd - Fri 7th June: Y9 exam week 

   Mon 7th - Fri 18th June: Y10 exam fortnight 

   Fri 2nd July: INSET day 

Remaining INSET days 

Monday 22nd February 2021 

Friday 2nd July 2021 

Parents Evenings 

Year 10 - Thursday 25th February 2021 

Year   9 - Thursday 25th March 2020 


