
Reading INSET 

“Almost every assessment is built on a pupil’s ability to read, retain information from and comprehend 

a text independently.”  

Doug Lemov, Reading Reconsidered 

Reading is an important skill not just for the assessments that our pupils have to complete in school but 

also for so many other areas of life. Today, all staff have been in school considering reading and how to 

build it into the curriculum. We have looked at Doug Lemov's book, building our knowledge on developing 

reading skills. Staff have been discussing the types of texts that we want our pupils to be reading, as well 

as the different ways reading can be a part of all subjects. We have also been sharing ideas on promoting 

reading around the school and created some great classroom displays.  

All pupils are now registered on Accelerated Reader and we will be showing them how to quiz next term. 

Pupils should be reading for about 20 minutes each evening, as well as the time they spend reading in 

school. The diagram below explains why.  



Face Mask Etiquette 

Please could we say thank you to all pupils who have been wearing their face masks as requested 

throughout the first half term. Below are some guidelines about how to wear masks safely, please share 

and discuss this with your children  

Wearing your Mask Correctly  

• Wash your hands before putting on your mask. 
• Put it over your nose and mouth and secure it under your chin. 

• Try to fit it snugly against the sides of your face. 

• Make sure you can breathe easily. 
• Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect others, in case you’re infected with 

COVID-19 but don’t have symptoms. 
• Don’t put the mask around your neck or up on your forehead. 

• Don’t touch the mask, and, if you do, wash your hands or use hand sanitizer to disinfect. 
 
Taking your Mask Off Correctly  

• Untie the strings behind your head or stretch the ear loops. 
• Handle only by the ear loops or ties. 

• Fold outside corners together. 
• Place the mask in a sealable storage container such as a ziplock bag. 

• Be careful not to touch your eyes, nose, and mouth when removing and wash hands immediately after 
removing. 

• Wash fabric masks daily to ensure any traces of the virus are removed. 

English 

Well done to our Year 9 students who completed a gothic writing competition. The standard was very 

high from all entrants but a special mention goes to Leah Bailey and Logan Jones, our competition win-

ners. Perhaps we have some budding authors here at TREA.  

Well done to all who took part.   

Book Club 

Year 9 book club will be starting on Monday 2nd November. Please see Mrs Krause for more details.   

Behaviour on Transport 

We asking parent/carers to support the encouragement of appropriate behaviour whilst students travel 

on the bus, with particular reference to the wearing of face masks, remaining seated in the designated 

seat and respecting the vehicle and the driver. 

As per the transport agreement, failure to comply may result in removal from transport. 

Penk Valley Academy Trust 

Transport Payments 

Just a reminder that the second instalment for transport payments must be paid, on Parentpay, by 31st 

October.  



Animal Traps - environmental studies report 

 

On Wednesday, we went outside to the football field to place some animal traps. They took at least a 

week to get to us because they needed to know if we could be trusted. We split up into groups of 

around  3 and headed outside. We were very excited to do it because our class likes to go outside and try 

new things for environmental. Also, we had never done anything like that in our old schools so it was a 

brand new experience. We set our traps out all over the field to get an even chance of actually catching 

something because we didn’t know where a good spot would be. The chances of catching a mammal 

would be one in ten or completely nothing. To get a good chance, we put exactly 10 traps out. To remem-

ber where our traps were located, we got some vibrant flags so we could see from a distance where they 

were. We also could not put the mammal traps too close to the parking lot in case college students would 

find them. 

The different groups placed their mammal traps in different areas of the school field such as: the long 

grass; the forest area in the corner of the field; in the shrubs; by the goal posts and by the pig sty. We left 

the traps outside overnight so we had a chance of getting a live mammal. In the animal traps, we put: a 

little bit of a chocolate bourbon to lure them in; a slice of apple (so they had enough food); water to last 

the night; some leaves for the bedding. Then we headed back to class for our next lesson.  

The next day, Thursday, we went into the environmental studies classroom really quickly. Then headed 

out to see if we caught anything in our traps. We went around the traps one at a time so we could all see 

if we caught anything, so we all wouldn’t miss out on seeing the mammals. The first trap we looked at, 

had a half dead slug, which wasn’t the best result. We went around the other eight traps and what we got 

were some more leaves and some rain water, which wasn’t what we were hoping for. However, in the 

last trap, in the corner of the field, in a slightly wooded area, we saw that the trap door was closed which 

meant we had caught something! 

We gently tipped the findings, from the trap, into a plastic bag and we saw what we had caught. We saw a 

brown and grey mammal curled up in a little ball. We all took photos of what we had found to get a closer 

look at the creature. After examining the cute mammal, we released it back into its natural habitat and 

watched it run away.  

We headed back into the classroom, very excited 

and happy because we didn’t expect to catch any-

thing. When we got back inside the classroom, Miss 

had a look at a small mammal website - hoping we 

would find out what we caught. After a look at all 

the different mammals, we had a debate about 

what it was out of two mammals that looked very 

similar to what we caught.  

We, finally, came to a conclusion about what we 

had found. It was a Field Vole. It was exiting to all of 

us. We might do it after half term to see if we can 

get any new findings.  

by Isabel Watkiss Middleton and Amelia Pitt (Year 9) 



Careers News 

For those students who are interested in a career in veterinary science,  the following link provides the 

opportunity for a virtual work experience. https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application

-support  

For those who are more interested in a career in the engineering/motor 

manufacturing field, Toyota Motor Manufacturing (UK) Ltd have two ap-

prenticeship opportunities that are currently open for 2021: 36 vacan-

cies for their Production Apprenticeship and 12 for the Maintenance Ap-

prenticeship.  

For further information, and to book onto the open days at the Burnas-

ton plant throughout November, visit  https://

recruitment.toyotauk.com/apprenticeships/   

 

 

 

 

Weekly Menu 

WB: 

14.9.20 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

TRADITIONAL 

DISH 

Sausage & Mash 

served with       

carrots & gravy 

Chicken Curry 

served with rice 

Roast Turkey 

served with veg & 

gravy 

Pasta Bake 

served with garlic 

bread 

Fish & Chips 

served with peas 

VEGGIE 

DISH 

Veggie Sausage & 

Mash 

served with       

carrots & gravy 

Veggie Curry 

served with rice 

Veggie Pattie 

served with veg & 

gravy 

Pasta Bake 

served with garlic 

bread 

 

SANDWICH 

OPTION 

Cheese 

Ham & tomato 

Egg mayo 

Tuna, mayo & cucumber 

 All meals come with a homebake (cake, cookie, jelly), a piece of fruit and a drink 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application-support
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application-support
https://recruitment.toyotauk.com/apprenticeships/
https://recruitment.toyotauk.com/apprenticeships/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fh9ahuw4P6HZpBFTFtE5gX-X1iMda0bx/view?usp=sharing


Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term dates 2020 - 2021 

The term dates and INSET days for the next academic year, 2020/21, are as follows: 

Autumn Term 2020 

Tue 1st Sept - Fri 23rd Oct 

Mon 26th - Fri 30th Oct: half term break 

Mon 2nd Nov - Fri 18th Dec 

Spring Term 2021 

Mon 4th Jan - Fri 12th Feb 

Mon 15th Feb - Fri 19th Feb: half term break 

Mon 22nd Feb - Thur 1st April 

Summer Term 2021 

Mon 19th April - Fri 28th May 

Mon 3rd May: early May bank holiday 

Mon 31st May - Fri 4th June: half term break 

Mon 7th June - Wed 21st July 

 

Fri 23rd Oct: INSET day 

Thur 5th Nov: Y11 parents evening 

Thur 5th - Fri 13th Nov: Y11 mock exams 

Fri 20th Nov: Y11 progress reports 

Fri 18th Dec: Y9 &Y10 progress reports 

Mon 11th Jan: Y11 mock results 

Thur 28th Jan: Y11 parents evening 

   Mon 22nd Feb: INSET day 

   Thur 25th Feb: Y10 parents evening 

   Thur 25th Mar: Y9 parents evening 

   Thur 22nd April: Y11 parents evening 

   Wed 26th - Fri 28th May: bushcraft trip 

   Mon 3rd - Fri 7th June: Y9 exam week 

   Mon 7th - Fri 18th June: Y10 exam fortnight 

   Fri 2nd July: INSET day 

INSET days 

Friday 23rd October 2020 

Monday 22nd February 2021 

Friday 2nd July 2021 

Parents Evenings 

Year 11 - Thursday 5th November 2020 

Year 10 - Thursday 25th February 2021 

Year   9 - Thursday 25th March 2020 


